




BEALS  ASSOCIATES PLLC 

70 Portsmouth Avenue 

3rd Floor, Suite 2 

Stratham, N.H. 03885 

603 – 583 - 4860 

March 25, 2026   Revised November 3, 2026 

Chairperson 
Town of Stratham Planning Board 

10 Bunker Hill Road 
Stratham, NH 03885   

RE: Conditional Use Permit – Drilled Well and Water/Electrical Lines 
Zoning Ordinance Sections 11.6 
210 Portsmouth Avenue – Residential Development; Tax Map 21 Lot # 81 

Members of the Board: 

As part of the Application for Conditional Use Permit for a drilled well and water/electrical 
lines within the 50-foot Wetlands Setback, the following addresses the conditions of Section 
11.6 of the Stratham Zoning Ordinance: 

11.6 Conditional Uses in the Wetlands Setback: 

a. The proposed construction is essential to the productive use of the land not within the
Wetlands Conservation District and where upland area considered for development is not

smaller (acreage) than the wetlands area and no-disturbance buffer (acreage) being
impacted.

The proposed well and water/electrical lines are necessary to provide water service to the 
development and are located completely outside of the Wetlands Conservation District (i.e., 
wetlands). The property's narrow configuration, wetlands and associated buffers, required 

locations of the roadway, buildings, and septic systems, and state-mandated well separation 
distances significantly limit feasible well locations. The proposed well  is located outside the 

wetlands and the 25-foot No-Disturbance Buffer, minimizing impacts while allowing reasonable 
use of the upland areas. 

• Upland area considered for development: 1.12 acres

• Wetlands and No-Disturbance Buffer impact: 0.00 acres

b. Design and construction methods will be utilized to minimize detrimental impact upon the

wetland.

Impacts within the 50-foot Wetlands Setback are limited to well drilling, access, and temporary 
trenching for water/electrical lines. Erosion and sediment controls, including double silt barriers 

between disturbed areas and wetlands, will be implemented. Disturbance associated with 
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water/electrical lines is located primarily within areas already proposed for bioretention pond 
construction, minimizing additional disturbance attributable to this CUP. 

The Buffer Enhancement Plan (BEP) will improve habitat quality, stormwater filtration, and 
ecological function within the Wetland Conservation District. No wetland filling or disturbance 
within the 25-foot No-Disturbance Buffer is proposed, and the work will not adversely affect 
wetland hydrologic or ecological functions. 

c. The proposed construction design includes provisions for restoration of the site as nearly as
possible to its original grade and condition.

Disturbance is limited to a single well location and underground water/electrical lines, with no 
direct wetland alterations or changes to drainage patterns resulting from this work. All 

disturbed areas will be restored as closely as practicable to existing grades and seeded to 
reestablish lawn. 

d. No feasible alternative exists.

The requested relief is necessary to provide water service given the site's physical constraints 

and state-mandated well separation distances. Wells cannot be located beneath buildings or 
paved surfaces, and required separation distances from septic systems further restrict 
placement. Two proposed wells closer to Route 33 have been removed from the project and a 

larger, single well further from Route 33 and the abutting irrigation pond is proposed as the 
single well to serve the site. Alternative well locations, including shifting well(s) farther east, 

would result in greater no-disturbance and wetland buffer impacts. The proposed layout 
minimizes disturbance while maintaining a functional site design and incorporating buffer 

enhancements consistent with the intent of the Wetland Conservation District. 

e. Economic advantage alone is not the reason for the proposed condition.

The requested relief does not increase the number of dwelling units or the overall intensity of 
development. The proposed layout accommodates the development while minimizing impacts 

to wetlands and associated buffer areas. The requested relief is driven by the site's physical and 
regulatory constraints and the need to provide water service, rather than economic advantage 
alone. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Very truly yours, 

BEALS ASSOCIATES, PLLC 

Christian O Smith 

Christian O. Smith P.E. 
Principal 
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